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sufficiently satisfactory to himself, and as meant by him,
therefore, to supersede and cancel the original and more
diminutive edition.

There are some who demur to this judgment, and express
a preference still, in some respects, for the original and
smaller edition. At all events, that smaller original edition
being the only one the copyright of which has expired, there
have been recent reprints of it in competition with the
author's enlarged and still copyright edition of 1856. By
far the best, and the finest typographically, of these reprints
is that of Messrs. Kegan Paul, Trench, & Co,, edited in 1885
by Mr. Richard Garnett, and enriched by an introduction
and other accompaniments from Mr. Garnett's own hand, as
well as by some Notes of De Quincey's London Conversations
in those very months of 1821 when the "Confessions" had
first made him famous, recovered from the manuscripts of a
Mr. Richard Woodhouse. That reprint of 1885, therefore,
has^a value all its own in what may be called the literature
of De Quinceyana, apart from any interest one may feel in
the critical question whether the original edition of the
" Confessions;' or the enlarged edition is to be preferred. So
far as we are concerned here, that question is decided for us
'*by De Quincey's own act and deed. By his own act and
deed the enlarged edition of 1856 was intended to be the
final edition, superseding the other; and by ^s intention we
are bound to abide. The reprint in this volume, therefore,
is from the enlarged edition of 1856. As this includes and
incorporates, as we have said, the whole of the matter of the
original edition, only with an increased richness in the
shape of much excellent additional matter into the bargain,
it must certainly be the standard form of the book henceforth
for all new readers of De Quincey, while" any readers of his
for whom the earlier text may have interest, whether as a
bibliographical curiosity or as an old favourite, may gratify
themselves by procuring Mr. Garnett's edition of it. In one
point, however, we may consult the convenience of those
who would like to compare the enlarged edition of 1856
with the* original edition. When we say that the enlarged
edition includes and incorporates all the matter of the
original, there is one exception. The so-called " Appendix "